Tape #42 

Interview with Jack Rogo 

Date: 8/28/08 

Interview by Chuck Dunkerly 

Transcribed and Logged by Jeffrey Rhoten 
Checked by 


Tape # 42 

Mostly casual conversation between Chuck and Jack here. The 
interview starts on page 2 

00:32 

(Chuck has been explaining to Jack why they’re conducting these 
interview) 

JR: Well you realize of course is that uh you’re now dealing with 
people who are in their 80s and 90s. 


CD: Right. 

JR: And they’re memory is not as sharp as it used to be. 

CD: Absolutely. 

JR: And not only that, some of ‘em it’s like a fish story, where it starts 
this way (hands together) and some of it is getting expanded, and I 


think you have probably heard that already. We all cannot be heroes, 
but we all did what we could at that particular time. 


CD: I don’t- 

JR: And we, heh like I say is that, you remember things and as you talk 
more certain incidents will pop up into your mind, but other than that 
why I will try to recollect and only give you my particular, personal 
view, because we were not involved in politics. 


CD: That is exactly what we’re looking for, because- 


JR: We were not involved in politics, the right or wrong, what had 
happened, what did we do. 


CD: Absolutely. 
01:33 


JR: So normally with the kids, I don’t know if you’re taping yet, 
normally- 


CD: We’re not, we’re not. 


JR: Normally with the kids I start off basically saying, I was born in 
Boston, Massachusetts, 


(Chuck stops him, they talk briefly and get ready to begin the 
interview) 


02:16 
CD: Jack, thank you for coming down today, we appreciate you taking 
the time out of your day to be here. 


JR: Fine. 


CD: Just to start out with a little bit of business, if you could say and 
spell your name so the transcribers get it right, so you don’t go down 
in history with a misspelled name. 


JR: The name is Jack Rogo. It’s J-A-C-K R-O-G-O. 


CD: Very good, thank you. So let’s just start with you introducing 
yourself and telling us where you’re from originally. 


02:45 

JR: Originally I was born in Boston, Massachusetts, but in 1930, when 
I was nine years of age, we moved out here to Los Angeles. My 
education is in Los Angeles, and I still consider Los Angeles my home. 


CD: Why did you want to join the Navy? 


03:05 

JR: That is-question has been asked me many times, and the answer is 
I don’t know. It was during the Depression years, I graduated high 
school, February the 2™, 1940, and Valentine’s day, which was 
February the 14", I started my six year enlistment. 


CD: Could you tell me the story of your enlistment? How old you were, 
(CREW INTERRUPTION) 


03:51 
JR: As long as he’s asking me easy questions (CREW LAUGHS). Go 
ahead. 


CD: What was the...could you tell us the story of your enlistment? 
How old you were, when you did it, where you did it, where you went 
to basic? 


04:04 

JR: Yes (coughs), the uh... my basic training, why I...let’s go back to 
why, and I think it was during the Depression years, and there was 
nothing to do, I was not p-prepared for college, and I took the c-choice 
of doing a six year enlistment. My basic training was at the-naval-the 
San Diego training station, which again, April the 14", 1940. And the 
basic training took so many weeks - you want me to continue what I 
did after that? 


CD: Yes, please. 


04:45 

JR: After basic training why uh, I was put at the Navy yard for 
transportation, for uh transportation. I did not know it was for the 
Hawaiin islands, but I do know that I was aboard the U.S.S. Bridge, a 
refrigerator ship. We sailed underneath the uh Golden Gate Bridge in 
San Francisco...on May 22, 1940. And the reason why I know the date 
because I was 19 years of age. And early December, 1943, I sailed 
into San Diego harbor. I had been gone from the United Stated for 
three-and-a-half years. 


CD: Could you tell us the story of when you arrived at Hawaii? What 
you saw, what you thought? 


CD: Could you talk a little bit about some of the things you would do 
when you were on leave for the weekends? 


JR: Okay well normally lots of the people invite you to their homes, 


there would be an impromptu barbeque. At that time, the old people 
going to have to remember this, that they used to have the open-air 
street cars, and they-the high schools would play football games, 
normally a double-header, and they played barefooted. And we would 
go to the uh football games and see a double-header because there 
was no transportation, the high school played among themselves and 
in the area, and basically uh that is how we kept ourselves occupied. 
There was track meets, and of course uh there was other activities, 
but basically.. Oh and if we didn’t have anything to do naturally you 
went down to the Waikiki beach, and hung around like all sailors did. 
I’m not going-, you may cut that (to the cameraman), because I’m not 
going to tell you other things, heh heh. 


07:50 
CD: We’ve heard some other things that sailors did. 


JR: Pardon me? 

CD: We’ve heard some other things that sailors did. 

JR: Okay, but anyways I am not, uh I’m a gentleman, thank you sir. 
CD: So you didn’t go to hotel street? 


JR: Let’s forget about hotel street sir. Heh (crew laughs too), there’s a 
lady present. 


08:06 
CD: What was your...when you were on duty what was you’re day 
like? Just walk me through a typical day of working on Ford Island. 


08:16 

JR: Okay the-the typical day was m-my nature was a storekeeper at 
the time. Uh, naturally was a bookkeeping and clerical of nature, so 
naturally I was at a desk practically all day long recording certain-the 
transactions, because you had to maintain records of supplies that 
came in, who was issued, so it was regularly standard bookkeeping 
procedure. And I did that uh up until the time that the war broke out, 
and then I was transferred to a different division in the supply 
department, and that started to involve an awful lot of hours and 
work. What we did is that the uh, all the aircraft, new aircraft came 
in. We were in charge to go ahead to- unload ‘em from the ship and 
store them. When the carriers - now this is after the war. When the 
carriers would come in with their damaged aircraft we would take ‘em 
out- take ‘em off-board the ship, store them, give them their new 
airplanes. We would have to go ahead and transport those airplanes 


back oversea- back to the United States if they were repairable. Some 
were repairable locally, and some were of course not repairable at all. 
And that started being a real, real time consuming job, and because 
you were now working 48 at-at a stretch, because things were very 
hectic at the time. And I worked in that division, and eventually I 
became in charge of that division. 


10:03 
CD: Were you aware of any tensions building between Japan and the 
United States? 


I Atay not no on he rati hat ghe var ia Ere, 
cn of en mat end th ensape e's 


10:38 
CD: Do you remember what you did on December 6, the day before? 


10:43 
JR: No...I-that was a Saturday. I couldn’t remember if I had gone into 
Hondolulu [sic] or not, I don’t remember that particular day. 


10:56 
CD: Could you walk us through your day on the 7“? Hold on one 
second, there’s a train coming. (HOLD FOR TRAIN) 


11:22 

JR: Th-there’s something else I would like um to make a remark, as 
long as we’re off camera for a minute. When I went through high 
school my best friend was Jewish Hamanaka, he was Japanese, so 
therefore I never really had that animosity towards the Japanese like 
some of the people might have had. Okay, now...tell me when to 
continue. 


11:52 
CD: Could you walk us through your day on December 7- 


JR: Yes. 
CD: what you saw, what you did? 


11:57 


JR: Yes... (fixes his shoe until 12310)/Sunday moming wasa beani] 


Sunday morning. It really was a gorgeous day, typical Hawaiian day at 
the time. And of course I can say I was attached to the supply 
department. I had on my undress whites, which was the uniform of 
the day. I was in the mess hall, having my breakfast at the time, when 
I started to feel the concussions, and the explosions, and of course I 
felt a certain amount of anxiety to what was going on, but the rumors 
starting to fly that the Army was on maneuvers. So when I finished my 
breakfast, and of course all of this is going on, then of course I 
strolled out on the Lanai. And when I looked out on Lanai that is when 
I saw the catastrophic sight in front of me. At that time the...the 
California was sinking, and then I saw the Oklahoma was listing on 
the side, and of course by that time the Arizona had blown. And of 
course you look at this, the cacophony of noise is amazing because... 
you’re hearing everything and it- you just don’t understand it, and you 
are looking at a sight that, believe me, is hard to explain, you just 
don’t believe what you are seeing. (13:30) And of course at that time 
they herded us back into the mess hall for our particular protection. 
And uh, and our particular protection, why we had to be underneath 
the mess table. And of course, like I say, at that time you’re inactive, 
you’re scared, and uh you’re confused because you don’t know what’s 
going on. So essentially they needed work parties to help, because 
battleship row, all the battleships tie along Ford Island. And of course 
when they tied along Ford Island, when the ships were damaged and 
bombed, the guys went into the water, whale boats would pick ‘em up, 
or some would swim, and they would swim to Ford Island, ‘cause 
that’s where they had to- it was the closest place. And uh, we had a... 
Ford Island only had a dispensery, we didn’t have a hospital. So they 
asked for volunteers; I volunteered to get out. And when I got out 
there to tell me at the particular po- or where to go, and when I went 
down to where they wanted me to go I saw a body floating in the 
water. (14:40) So I went into the water to recover the body, and I 
grabbed the arm to pull it, and the arm came off. That gave me my 
nightmares for a long, long time. It was just something that, it was 
just a very frightening experience. But that time a whale boat had 
come- went by with a wounded man. And I grabbed the man, he was 
bigger than me, but he- I took him by the fireman’s carry, and I 
dragged him, and carried him ba- how I got him I don’t know, to the 
dispensery. The dispensery was a typical Hawaiian style building: 
square with a center patio right in the middle. And when I brought 
him in to the corner of the patio there was a bomb crater where a dud 
did not go off. When I left him I knew I had to go back to get that 
body, and I was petrified, but when I got there I saw that the body had 
been removed. I then reported back to the supply department, 
because that was my duty station, to find out where were my buddies, 
and they told me where they were located. They were located at a 
paint storage building. It sounds strange, but this- building was not 


completed just yet. But they were up on the roof, and at that time we 
were assembling an old World War I Lewis Machine Gun. (16:00) And 
the, looking out at the time, it was a-a, a really a sight to behold. By 
uh, because I was top of the building and I could see across Ford 
Island and everything, and as I look across the channel I could see the 
dry dock where the Shaw had blown up, and the next dry dock had the 
Pennsylvania, with the Downes, and the Cassin, the two destroyers, 
they were already mangled and pretty well b-...beat up. And of course 
to my right um was our seaplane hangars, and the hangers were al- 
the windows were already blown out, and the seaplanes were just a 
mass of mangled mess. And it- at the time the Arizona was steaming 
out, but she was listing on her side, later she was beached. And uh... 
(17:02) I can’t give you a minute by minute display, because 
everything was running together for me. So eventually, why that-that 
time, the attack lasted for about two hours, and by that time...the 
things are already calmed down. Of course rumors are flying, the 
attack, they landed this island. But what people should know is that 
not only was Ford Island attacked on that day, but you had - the 
whole Hawaiian islands was attacked. Hickam Field was attacked. 
Wheeler Field was attacked. The Naval Air Station at Kaneohe Bay, 
and at Barber’s point was attacked. So it was a mass attack on 
everything. 


17:45 

CREW INTERRUPTION 

CD: Could you describe again the scene when you got on top of the 
paint storage building- what you saw? 


18:25 

JR: Well we, uh, when we were assembling the machine gun on top of 
the uh, the storage building, of course being on a higher levelation 
[sic], a higher elevation, why uh I could see across the channel. And 
basically across the channel to my right was the Shaw, and the Shaw 
had blown up in dry dock. And to the left of that dry dock there was 
another dry dock where the Pennsylvania was in, also the two 
destroyers, the Cassin and the Downes were in there, and they were 
pretty well mangled and beat up. And uh to my right, on Ford Island, 
because we were an air station, why we had the seaplane hangars, 
and you could see all the windows were being - had been blown out of 
the hangar windows. And the airplane-the seaplanes themselves were 
just one big san- mangled mess. In front of me the Nevada was 
steaming out of the channel, she was listing to the side, but eventually 
beached so she didn’t block the channel itself. And across Ford Island 
on the other side I could see the U-the Utah, which was already 
upside down. 


19:37 
CD: What ran through your mind as you surveyed that scene? 


JR: I don’t - uncomprehension [sic]. You’re looking at it, and you just 
don’t believe what you’re seeing. You just don’t believe what you’re... 
It’s just not registering that you’re looking at a catastrophic sight. I-I 
don’t know how to explain this. People ask me was I scared and 
frightened, at that time no, I wasn’t scared and fright- I was scared 
and frightened when I was underneath the mess table. And of course 
the little episode I told you about the arm, t-that frightened me. But 
after being scared, I don’t recall being scared, and yet you’re 
supposed to be, and I think the reasons for that is you still don’t 
comprehend, looking at the destruction, what has taken place. 


20:26 
CD: Did you feel angry at all? 


JR: No. No. The reason why I don’t feel angry is because, I told you, 
my best friend was Japanese, and I knew he was just as much 
American as I was. I realized that this was an attack of war, that it has 
to do with politics and nothing to do with the individual person. May- 
maybe that was my own feelings, I can’t explain it any-any way other 
than that. 


CD: Could you tell us the story of taking that wounded man back to 
the dispensary? How you did it? 


JR: Well that- the man was much taller and bigger than me, so I used 
the fireman’s carry, and he hap-, he helped me partially the way while 


walking, and dragging, by- eventually I got him into the dispensary. 
And when I got into the dispensary the first thing I notice was this 
crater hole where a dud had not-a bomb had not gone off. 


CDH wae ou Brst Row you fis becom anaro ha te 


23:25 
CD: Wow. 


JR: Strange (smiles). I can’t understand why I do some of these things. 
That’s the same way, when I went on the Lanai, that’s where my bunk 
was, I changed out of my undress whites and into my dungarees 
because I didn’t want to get my dunga- my whites dirty. Now why I 
did that, I don’t know. I haven’t the slightest idea. But you do those 
things. 


23:55 
CD: What’s the one thing you remember the most about that day? 


JR: Well the thing I remember most is the incident that gave me my 
nightmares. I can’t shake that, it took me a-a...I kept that to myself. I 
would never tell that to anybody, what had happened. That was my 
big mistake, because my own brother-in-law was a psychiatrist and I 
wouldn’t even discuss it with him. And I don’t know why I didn’t, 
because I think...actually speaking I was hiding it from my wife, 
because my wife did not know. And a-a an incident took place where 
we had some friend over, and somebody asked me if I had any 
nightmares, and I said that no I didn’t, and my wife popped up and 
says, “Yes he does.” And that’s the first time I realized that my wife 
did know. So from then on I uh opened up about it, and when I 
became open about it it relieved an awful lot of pressure. Uh, and to- 
as to how I acted. There was another in- there was another reason for 
that, but I don’t want th- the reason to be on camera. So if you can 
take the camera off I’ll tell you why. 


25:17 
CD: We'll talk about it after. 


JR: Okay. 


CD: If you had a chance to say something to those Japanese pilots, or 
that rear gunner that you waved at that day, what would you say? 


JR: I-I really don’t know what I would have said. I-I think like I say 
maybe because I didn’t really have any animosity. I knew we had an 
enemy, and I knew the enemy was the Nazis, the Germans, the 
Italians, but we had a big Italian- half my buddies were Italian, so I 
really don’t know how to answer that particular question. Maybe it’s 
my own particular nature that...if I don’t like somebody I just ignore 
‘em, but I don’t really hate ‘em. 


26:43 
CD: How long did all that take? 


JR: Oh that I can’t remember. I uh, I left August of 19...around the... 
August of 1943...I think most of it had been done, but I really can’t be 
sure. 


28:26 
CD: When did you finally leave Pearl Harbor? 


JR: Iam going to give you some information, but don’t- please don’t 
question me about it. In August of 1943 I was transferred to 

ComAirC Pac which means Command Air Force Central Pacific. In 
November, very early November, I was transferred to ComAirPac, 
which means Command Air Force Pacific, I-I told you in early 
December I was sent to uh to ComFAir West Coast, which means 
Command Air Force West Coast, once I got to United States I got 30 
days leave, and remember I had been gone for three-and-a-half years. 
I was lucky ‘cause I lived in Los Angeles, so I just took the bus up at 
the time. When I reported back I knew I was supposed to report back 
to ComFAir West Coast, but however I got secret orders again and 
they told me to do a certain amount of research locally, and then to 
proceed to the aviation supply depot in north Philadelphia where I did 
the rest of my enlistment. I was there for a little less than two-and-a- 
half years. 


29:55 
END OF TAPE 


